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VINUTES OF THE 
WESTERN ASSOCTATION, 
FOR THe YEAR 1824. 

The Ministers and Delegates constituting 
the Western Association of Universalists hav- 
ing assembled according to adjournment of the 
last session, in the town and county of Madt- 
gon, Wednesday, June 2, 1824, opened the 
council with a solemn and reverential address 
to the throne of ane erernaL by brother John 
S ‘Thompson. 

1. ‘Phe council was organized by appointing 
brother W. Underwood, Moderator, and bro- 
thers J. 8S. Thompson, and G, B. Lisher, clerks. 

2. The letters of Societies, and the creden- 
tials of Delegates were read, and produced 
those agreeable sensations which naturally 
arise in the mind, on hearing of the success of 
a cause in which we have cbeertally embark- 
ed; or the atom We of those for whom we 
are deeply interested. 

3. Received requests for fellowship from so- 
cieties lately formed in Newport, at st 
and in Middlefield and Milford, Otsego: and 
voted that the above societies be received into 
the fellowship of the association. 

4. Appointed brother N. Stacy, S. R. Smith 
and J. Whitnell, a committee to receive ap- 
plications for fellowship and ordination, and 
report their decision to the council, concern- 
ing the propriety of granting such requests. 

5. Order of public service on Wednesda 
morning. Introductory prayer by brother J. 
Potter; sermon by brother J. 8S. Flagler, from 
2. Peter i. 10; brother W. J. Reese, conclud- 
ing prayer. 

6. After service the council retired and ap- 
pointed brothers Smith, Stacy, Lisher, ‘Lhomp- 
son and Underwood, a committee to consider 
the propriety of amending the constitution of 
the Western Association, and to report such 
changes or additions as they should judge ne- 
cessary. 





-— 


7. Afternoon service. Brother J. Whitnell, | 


introductory prayer ; brother L. C. ‘Todd, ser- 
mon from 1 ‘lim. i. 5—7; brother Jones, con- 
cluding prayer. 

8. ‘The council having returned, resolved 
that the committee appointed by the last ses- 
sion, to digest and report to the present meet- 
ing, an entire history, in one beth, of the pro- 
ceedings of this body from its commencement 
to the present time, be continued in office for 
another year, to collect the minutes of all the 
different meetings of this association: and to 
intersperse them with such explanatory and 
isterical remarks as shall furnish materials 
vor a history of Universalism in this state. 








| 9. Proceeded to hear the report of the com- 


' 


rege appointed by the last session, to attend 


the different Branch Associations. The re- 


| ports were all of a pleasing nature, especially 
| , P Ps _ 
those from Black River and Genesee Branch- 


es. Order and harmony reign unmolested, 
and the triumphs of trath gladden the hearts 
‘of all their members. ; 

10. Brother Stacy having addressed the 
‘throne of grace, in thanksgiving and prayer the 
council adjourued to meet at 7 o’clock on 
Thursday morning. 

11. On Thursday morning the council was 
opened with prayer by brother O. Ackley. 
| 12. Appointed brothers Whitnell, Lisher, 
Potter, Smith, and Jones, a committee to visit 
the Genesee Branch Association, to meet at 
Pembroke, on the third Wednesday of Sep- 
tember next ; and toattend the Cayuga Seth, 
on their return, to meet at Sempronius ou the 
first Wednesday in October, 1824. 

13. Voted that brothers Stacy, Todd, Flag- 

‘ler, Smith, and Jones be a committee to at- 
tend the Chenango Branch Associatien, to 
meet at Hope Bottom, Susquehanna county, 
| Pennsylvania, on the first Wednesday of Sep- 
‘tember next. 
| 14. Chose brothers Thompson,Lisher,'Smith, 
and Stacy,a committee to visit the Black Ri- 
_ver Branch Association, to meet at Brownville, 
‘on the last of June inst. 
| 15. The committee appointed to receive ap- 
plications for letters of fellowship or ordina- 
tion, reported in favor of conferring ordination 
on brother G. B. Lisher, and of granting let- 
'ters of fellowship to brothers Lewis C. Todd, 
‘George Messinger, Ezekiel W. Robbins, and 
| William J. Reese. ‘the council voted that the 
report of the committee be accepted. 
_ 16. The committee appointed to inquire in- 
to the propriety of amending the constitution, 
'declared in favor of a new constitution, a form 
of which they presented to the council ; which 
being read, in separate articles, was unani- 
mously adepted. 

17. Morning service. Introductory prayer 
by brother G. B. Lisher; sermon by brother 
Juhn $8. Thompson, from Psalin Ixxxix, 15; 
brother E. S. Geodwin, concluding prayer. 

18. Afternoon. Br. A. Greene, introducto- 
ry prayer; br. S. R. Smith, ordination sermon 
from 4. Tim. iv, 10, 11; brother Jones cense- 
cra'‘ing prayer; brother Stacy charge and de- 
livery of the scriptures; brother Pitt Morse, 
right hand of fellowship, Brother Stacy the 
usual addresses ; brother Underwood conclud- 
| ing prayer. 
1¥. The council having retired, appointed 
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broth ers Stac y,U nderw ood, and Smith, a com-fin ‘the kingdom of God. Ra freshed at the 
miftee of discipline for the ensuing year. streams of an occasional ministry, im: any have 
20. Voted that brother John 8S. Thompson | heard the glad tidings with delight, and e xpe- 
prepare the minutes, and annex to them the|rienced the fruits of the evangelical preacher's 
annual circular letter, and that they be pub- | lips, to be sweet to their taste: and having 
lished in the Rochester Magazine, with a re-!tasted the erapes of Eshkol, they became en- 
quest that they be copied by the other editors | amored with the fair prosp ects of the land of 
of Universalist publications i in this state. | promise, and travelling from strength to 
21. Appointed brother J. 8 . Thompson to| strength, they have appeared before tre Lord 
as and publish the new constitution in aiin Zion. 

andsome manner. At no time have the commandments and 
22. Voted that persons possessing monies) traditions of men been more systematica ly 
belonging to the association, shall appropri ite | = d, and the doctrine of God our Saviour 
the same to their own use. nore enchanting! y exhil pited, than in the ser- 

. Brother S. Finch having returned thanks! vices of the pre sent session. — la our first ser- 
to "Alig! ity God, the association adjourned to mon the doctrine of scriptus al election was 

| meet at Eaton Bush, Fairfield, Herkimer co. clearly stated and 1 Maintained, v: hilst partialls 
on the first SV ednesday of June, 1825. that infernal cance er, which preys on ida _" ne- 
W. UNDERW COD, Moderator. ‘volent and eracious aflectious, was deservedly 
JOUN S&S. THOMPSON, Clerks exposed and reprebated. — In the second, the 
GEORGE B. LISHER, § saath heaven born principles of love and charity 
~<a were represented with all those endearing 
CERCULAR LETTER. charms, which fascinate and please, whilst 
The Western Association of Universalists they refine and elevate the soul to all tuat is 
to the churches and = societies in’ fellowship ; divine and gracious; and at the same time the 
to all that are called by the naine of Christ ; vatn janglings of those, who depart from the 
and to every son and daughter of sdam con- truth, as it isin Jesus, which at best, to be ha- 
stituting part of the vast family of God, the Uni- ted, needs only to be seen, were exhibited in 
versu} Parent, sond salutations of good will, al! their native, ungodly odium, from whieh 

wishing them, in this world, the knowledge of ‘very mind seemed to revolt, and even the most 
the only trne God and of Jesus, whom he has credulous apoeared appalled at the thought, 

sent: and,in the world to come, glory, honor, that ever the human mind should have yield 
nnimert ilitv,andeternal life. ed to such degradation as to assent to doginas 
brethren of Abrahamic Faith, assembled in so absurd and ridiculous ; and above all, that 
our nineteenth annual session, with bearts full the good sense ef man should have been so 
of gratitude to our cntestion Father, for the con- prostituted as toapply to such janglings, the 
11) nued displays of his ceaseless and unchane- title Evangelical. fry the t uird, the Israelitish 
« beneficeuce, and with fraternal love and jubilee, ra allegory, was shown to represent the 
rest ect for you, as partakers of the like pre- gospel and its biessines. ‘The jovtul seund 
cious faith, we present | vou with the minutes happily depicted, in the delive aes it affords 
ef our transactions durtne the session, from from the false fears, excited by a hideous and 

which you will learn that our Zion continues demoralizing superstition. And the blessed- 
to rejoice in prosperitv—that Jehovah length- ness of the people, who know the Joyful sound 
ens her cords, sirenethens her stakes, and of ¢ ose grace, was described in a pious and 
causes her to grow with the increase of God alfe ‘cting manner. tn the fourth sermon, God 
“9 ge cives ber pastors alter his own heart, who was pronounce “i the saviour of all men, and the ' 
feed his people with knowledge aud under- proposition maintained with ratloualand serp- 
Siundlag. tural demonstration, sufficient to remove the 
four young brethren in the ministry, and doubts of the most sceptical ; and the apostot- 
hice new Societies have taken hold of the ical injunction “ these things commaud and 
beughs of our bourishing palin tree, which still teach,” enforced in a very appropriate and en- 
conlinues to grow more abundantly, in pro- ergetic manner. ‘The address, especially that 
portion as it has been loaded with the re- tothe ministring brethren, were unusually at- 
proaches and per-ecutions of the enemy. Like feeting, and, it is hoped, made a lastine im- 
the gra: of mustard-seed, though small and pression on the minds of many. Phe greatest 
desjicable, our cause, we cause of truth, the harmony prevaile “« in . council; all things 
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cause of humanity, the canse of God and his’ were done decent! y and in order, and a very 
Christ, Sp reads 1s verdant branches over vast numerous congrey ration de parte «| saying, e of 
districts of ourhighly favored land. Phe great is wood jor us to be here.” This is nove | 


trumpet of the E vangelical Jubilee has been other than the house vf God and the gate of 
biown, and men who were ready to perish in) Heaven.” 

the land of Assyria,‘aud tie out-casts in the; As ministers of the Everlasting Gospel, we 
lund of Egypt, are coming to worship the Lord renew our vows of devotion to the cause of 
In his he ly mountain. Yea, trom the east and trath and holiness among mankind. With hu- 

the west, the north and the south do they come hinility we review every mark of in perfec tien 
and sit ios with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob |and unfaithtulness in the disch arge of that sa- 
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cred oflice to which we have been calied by! 
the efernar spirit. Dee ‘ply would we reeret 
every symptom of worldly mindedness that 
mig jt suow itself in the conduct of those who 
lab arin word and doetvine, and feel erieved | 
that any like Demas, through love of “the pre- 
cent world, sould forsake tie work of the nil- 
Ustry. We have resolved to give heed to our- 
selves and that Ministry Which we have receiv- 
ed of the Lord Jesus! As far as we do the} 
work of Evangelists, we look to you for the 
suppl V4 of our ten por al NHecs ‘ssitie > contide ‘nt, 
that your brotherly affections, And your love 
to the Redeemer, manifested by your ardent 
desire for the prosperity of his kinweom will 
induce you to religve us at all times from the 
bb urden of worldly anxiety, and, as instruinents 
sand of God, to supply our returning | 
Your steady attendance on the pub- 





“yy the 
wants. 


lic ministration of the word wili greativ tend 
*y° 4 ' ! . iT ge 
ro exhilirate our hearts and strene&ticik OUP, 


hands inthe sacred service of the sanctuary. 

Here brethren, we beseech you suffer 
of exhortation. ‘Phere las been a remissness 
and eal eines evinced by many! Let the 
Svali tne oblieations under whieh 
placed you; by all the 
{ra devotion and love, 
assembling of 


tiie word 


evil cease. 
P ‘ ’ i* | 

raglan aad region 
Happiness derivable 


we pray you, 


VOoOurse ive sti roe Luer, but tra thie COLE 


have 


forsake Hisyt thie 


‘cation of 


ore 
[ne faithiu . Bee tat Speak Hood of dis 


* 


Val 


WAathe 4 


al works for the ch dre: 


i 

ge. : a Sr , ' 
atid publtsi the praises of lis wonder-| 
ofmen. ‘aad | 


! since 
| ! oa kak weaden el et ‘ 
in en Warinhe YOUR | 
of divine charity, 
Va- 


‘ : i 
las seuttortia tits iit. 


—_—— me 


hearts with the sacred fire 


aud teastine vour understandings witha 
} 


i 4 * . 
tional, cons stent, “nd heaved Boru ee 
we beseech vou bv the mercies of God, that 
= * s . P \: , a" 
you present vour bodies tohiin, a living, holv, 


and accepti ble sacrifice, m 
for this is your reasonable servic 
doctrine of God your saviour by an orderly and 
christian conduct. Abuse noi the divine con- 


. ' i } 
descension Oy cdisregaraing’ 


to ve recalled, 
ck ia 
e. Adorn the 


sven 


Nis ive 


cepts, Lee despise the riches ot his grace t0- 
wards you; but by shunning every appearance 
ot evil, by abhorrine all manner of unseemly 
words aie actions, Have Vout Con Veradlion iid 


! | . : ! ! 4 4 ~ 
Peaveb, Wielhce res doe he a Vie, ani 


tie KNOW ed ee 


Le ee 


thus grow in sand admonition 
oi the Lord. 

‘Vo those who w a net with us, we bee leave 
Men and brethren, 


Vou as 


toaddress a few words. 
our hearts are ede 
Well as ourselves, the heirs of the same hea- 


We conmsiger 


venly inheritance, children of the same eter- 
nal, impartial, and universal love. We are 


but ve are strait- 
We are re dy to 
hip lo every son 


notstrainened towards you, 
ened in your own bowels. 

hold out the hand of fellows! 
and daughter of the Lord Almiglity. 
then, let us meet in the 
rity; and in order 
permanent union, cease, We Intreat you, to ren- 
der cursing for blessing. Withdraw the invi- 


dious, unmesited, and sianderous epithets, with 


‘tion ana Pag an 


ix ir Zion, 
may tell the wenerations 
(Ly id has slorific “dl his people , ant | éxalted Lie 
‘lot of ais inheritance. 


i 
CeViial pre- 


hwho is ri h Li mere y; 


to facilitate a happy a ven 


aoe a er > 
whieh you h ive labored to vilify our vane and 
re ‘livion. Adinit, what ye ought no ver to have 
denied, that we possess the rightof judging for 
ourselves, as weil as you; and that our sect can 
boast of men of talent, reason, honesty, 
ple ty, as well as others. Seriously ask your- 
selves, are we vot acting the part of the blind- 
ed Catholics of the fourteenth and following 
centuries, aud may not these men stand in re- 
lation to us as the reformers to them?  Con- 


_ — 





{ 
sider if the reformation from Popery contd 
plead any é hinvin recommendation, which caa- 


.| not 


be reiterated on behalf of Unitarian Uni- 
Come see our stateiy fabric, based 
on divine revelation, supported by the solid 
columns of Mrs ae and common sense, and 
standing a fair palace of the Deity, pois! ied 
fran the rouch exerescences of human tradi- 
fable! ‘Try it, ye Deists, by 
the rule of reason; square it, ye rie ox, bv 
W alk all of y about 


bulwarks, tint ye 


versalism. 


> test of revelation. 
andoenark well her 
yet tocone, how (ne 


Lien come and let us 
( si,f s1? 
pO, Ullb- 


shall be one, 


reason fovether, aud we shall be or 


Lord 


der one shepherd; and the 

aud his nuine one,in the whele earth 
By Order, 

JOHN S. 

ainetiide 

) Cinvisti: 


THOMPSON. 


. otatest co . 
in Latellicencer. 


dye the (Portlan 
SKM ICH of rHe LIF® or Key. 
THOSIAS BARNS, 
Merrimack, N. 


THowas Barns was Dorn at 


Hh. October 4, 1749 fie lived with his father 
tothe age of siv years, wheau he weat to bis 
s erand -i ather’s,— thomas Bart it, of Chelms- 
fords soouatter which his grand-father died, 
wnd he Was nuder thee ave an id tuition of his 
crand-mother and an uncie, fur about thirievi 
years ti he old la dy Wasa protessor of reli- 
von, and one ot the Ost pious women it tye 
yori. ye mive lidinn the Common aly anta rPs 


mwearred dilt- 


. 


af scho at education, and with 
cence mstilled into his mind the pri: ICL ies of 
religion. ELer tntentions were to train Nip ‘Lho- 


un is tn the hiarture aud cil ban 3) Litt re of r! de [. yd, 


Stibhe coufessed himselt i rnoraut of Spiritus il 


things, tisk ty euty-two years ofage, When God, 


brous rit Hil ik from darn- 
ree of tight, and caused hia fee] 
biel y to say, Lord, O my Sout. 
for: set not all iis benelits; he crowneth us 
with lovi ing kindness and tender wercies, aod 
eatistieth tne desire of every living thing. 
was baptised, received into communion 
with a Calvinist Baptist ‘hurch, where he 


isCss to aa desi 
bless the 


and 
deca 


‘some tines took part, inexhoitatien aud pray- 
er, 
Come | 

bouds of christian cha-|RY FLrercure, 


Ni ia- 


you: Nr 


was married 1772, to Mi $3 
of Westford. (Viass.) a 
woman of amiable disposicn: a a * exceilené 
talents, who was alsoa member of the B: pris! 
society. For about teu years, they regutarly 
! , 


‘attended the Baptist me ting, und though not 


Mr. Barns 


anid - 
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at all times edified so highly as was desirable, 
did not think of disputing the doctrine of par- 
tial election and reprobation. The idea of an 
Universal redemption, had never been held 
forth at the meetings which Mr. Barns attend- 
ed, and he knew nothing of the doctrine, tho’ 
it is so fully revealed in the scriptures, till he 
heard it from the lips ofa Mr. Ricu, a Univer- 
salist, whom curiosity had led him to hear, in 
1782, ‘The subject was so candidly and fully 
explained, and the scripture evidences for it, 
so express and numerous, that Mr. Barns could 
not but consider the doctrine entitled to some 
attention. He searched the scriptures daily, 
to see whether these things were so; and svon 
became convinced that his former opinions 
were erroneous At length he disclosed the 
new discovered Truth to his wife, who was 
much alarmed on his account, and expostulat- 
ed with him, in much earnestness, that he 
should adventure the eternal welfare of his 
soul, by hearing such a dangerous doctrine.— 
But, with calmness and moderation, having 





As a preacher, Mr. Barns was more instrue. 
tive than eloquent ; though from the mild ma- 
sic of his voice, the simplicity of his manners, 
and christian candor, he was heard with pa- 
tience and satisfaction. The general testimo- 
ny of the aged people, who once attended his 
ministry, is, that “ he was a good man and a 
sound reasoner”’ He dwelt much on the in- 
finite perfections of God—the impartiality of 
his promises—the difference between the law 
and the gospel, or the first and second Cove- 
nants, and the certainaccomplishment of God’s 
original purpose, in the redemption of the hu- 
man family. If he erred in his ministry, it 
was by bestowing too much labor upon those 
paints, without warming the fieart of the hear- 
er by animated exhortations, engaging invita- 
tions and suitable admonitions. 

His conversation was sedate and profitable. 
And if he eccasionally introduced an anecdote, 
it was done in a manner calculated to chastise 
error with the rod of pleasantry, or reprove 
immorality though mantled witha smile. In 


succeeded in showing her, that if the doctrine| private argumentation he was peculiarly suc- 


of an eternal election to everlasting 
true, none of the elect would be finally lost, let 
them attend what meeting they would, and 
that if he was areprobate, he could not be sav- 


° } 
life, was/cessful; and 





rarely failed of confounding, if 
he did not convince his antagonist. 

Being one time attacked bya zealous Ar- 
minian preacher, Mr. Barns wielded the sword 


ed, though a member of a Calvinist Church ;/ of the Spirit, which is the word of God, aud 
he then proposed for her consideration, this cut him off upon every point ; when, as a der- 
solemn question: “ Can you, my dear Marvy, |nier resort, the preacher exclaimed, “ Well, 


set bounds to the love of God, in the plan of 
salvation ?” This weighty question, proceed- 
ed from a heart imbued with the love of Jesus, 
revolved in her mind for some time, while she 


father Barns, I could fellowship you as a chris- 
tian, if you were a praying man; but | am 
told you do not attend to family prayer, nor 
ask a blessing on your daily food.” =And you 





believe it, do you? said the old gentleman.— 
her, by his spirit, into all truth. Nor washer|‘ Why, yes,” was the reply ; “ for what every 
solicitation ineffectual ; for to the astonish-| body says must be true.” Indeed, and does 
ment of her soul, shebeheld adeep and bound-jevery body say I neglect prayer, according to 
less fountain open, for the purification of Jews the directions given in Matthew, chapter vi. 
and Gentiles. To the inexpressible joy of her, 5th and Gth verses F (After looking into his 
husband, she informed him with rapture-beat-| Bible and reading, “ And when thou prayest, 
ing heart, that she saw in the rich promises of|thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are, &c.) 
God an incorruptible inheritance for the whole, the preacher again exclaimed, “ but do you 
posterity of Adam. It is unnecessary to re-| pray as there directed ? do you pray in secret? 
jate the severe persecutions, unjust revilings,' Ah, said Mr. Barns, you want to make me a 
and fiery trials to which they both patiently hypocrite, do you, that you may fellowship me 
submitted, without a wish to return evil for!as a christian; for if I publish it on the house 
evil. top, will it any longer be a secret ? 

Mr. Barns began to preach, in the ministry! Mr. Barns was an industrious farmer, as well 
of Universal Grace, about the year 1784, or 5,/as preacher, and like Paul, labored with his 
at which time he resided in the state of Ver-;own hands, to support himself and family.— 
mont, Four years after that, he removed to! Being aman of sound judgment, unimpeacha- 
Oxford, (Mass.) where he remained two years;/ble habits, and a real lover of his country, he 
then having an invitativn to labor in word and | was several years in succession, chosen repre- 
doctrine, in Connecticut, he resided in Wood-| sentative to the Massachusetts legislature: in 
stock, preaching alternately in several towns, which appointment he did himself honor, by 
in that state, in Rhode-Islaund and Massachu-' the faithful discharge of his duties. Even those 
setts. 'who opposed his religious sentiments, vene- 

In 1799, Mr. Barns came to Portland, in/rated the motives from which he acted in every 
tle state (then district) of Maine, and was or-|department of life. 
dained over the united societies of Norway, | Destin the ministry of the late Francis 
New-Gioucester, Falmouth and Gray; to) Brown at North Yarmouth, (since president of 
wiiom, and to brethren in the neighboring!Dartmouth College) the venerable Tomas 
towns, he continued to preach, alternately, | Barns was present at an association of congre- 
about sixteen years. igational ministers, and at the request of Mr 


continued in prayer to God, that he would lead 
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3rown, was invited into the hall, where the] MESSENGER OF PEACE. 


council convened. After passing the usual HUDSON, SATURDAY, JULY 31) 1624, 
civilities and making some general remarks on Ki poten vd Tesi 

the state of religion, Mr. Brown very affa- ISAIAH, I, 18. 

bly observed—* Well my good friend, [ am 
jold you are trying to persuade the people to 
believe, that you, and one or two more, are the 
only true servants of God in the District of 
Maine, and that all the learned and pious|% wool.” 

ministers among us, are false teachers. If you (Concluded from page 79.) 

consider us men of any influence in society, I] As reason is necessary to enable us to dis- 
should suppose you would, even on account Of] tineuish betwixt the truth or falsity of any pe- 
the number you now see convened, become ra-} oy jap system of Doctrine, so it is also necessa- 


her disheartened in your undertaking, though ys , 
ot ~,|ry to enable us to distinguish, morally, be- 


you may imagine the God we worship, net »o - 
good or so powerful, as yours.” tween right and wrong. Without the exer- 


Indeed, sir, replied Mr. Barns, Iam not cise of this faculty or power of the mind we 
ashamed to own that | consider myself a teach-|should never be sensible when we walked in 


er of the truth, and of course, all those learned | the path of righteousness or when we wander- 


and pious men, as you very modestly call them,| oq in the mazes of sin. Repentance is urged 


who oppose this truth, are false teachers ; but| side dostiilien. atl Tad alias all 
if you wished to dishearten me on account of | 25 #4 SC™pture Coctrine, and its necessity is of- 


my being alone among such an influential host |ten set forth in the most glowing colors. Re- 
of opposers, you might have succeeded as well, | pentance signifies “ sorrow for sin,” that god- 


by referring toa passage in 1 Kings, 81) chap ‘ly sorrow which induces the transgressor to 


ter, 17th verse and onward; and it would at) turn iin thin aunian ait tde dil “Sh elie tes 
once appear, not only that my prospects re- ys- 1 order for 


semble his, who said, “1, even I only remain a,4™an to be truly sorry for any thing he has 
prophet of the Lord; but Baal’s er are done, he must be sensible that he has done 
tour hundred and fifty men 5” but i ee wrong, and know the particular thing in which 
| en . ’ Arce . ° 
any difference, sir, you perceive it would be|). bas done wrong. Itis not enough for an- 
in myfavor,in proportion as forty or fifty learned en tir dit Gee Tet 0 | 
men, are not so influential in society, as four OMer to say he has done wrong, he must be 
hundred and fifty. ‘sensible of it himself, and understand the na- 


Mr. Barns enjoyed a good degree of health, ture and extent of the wrong done. The apo 


until the autumn of 1814, when he was attack tle Paul hath said, “ where there is no law 


ed with angina pectoris, which, however cine transeression.”” and asain. “Sin ; 
f , in ~ | 7ress po ft Co ‘ . 
not so severe, as to disable him from preach-| “"€TS 18 M0 transgression,” ane again, © sin | 


























“Come now. and let us reason together, saith the 
Lord: though your sins beas scarlet, they shall be white 
as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be 





ing as usual. When the faculty pronounced | the transgression of the law,” In erder for e. 


his case incurable, he met the informatien with} man to know whether what he has done i: 


calmness and fortitude. He was making ar-| pioht or wrong, there must be a law or rule o’ 


ang s for settling his worldly affairs, and; .- ‘ ge 
rangements > Jy ’ righteousness, in which is developed those ino 


the last discourse he delivered, seemed to bid. 


oh + 


them a solemn farewell: he was found dead ; ral principles, an adherance to which, is righ 
in the barn, reclining on some straw, which he| and a violation of which, is wrong; and the 
had been threshing. ‘The verdict of the Jee | Only way, he can obtain this knowledge, is by 
> . re . “é « ~~ , o r a - - . : ' 
of inquest, was, “death, occasioned by bodily! the exercise of those powers and faculties bj 
disorder. ' ; ' 
;, , which he is enabled to draw just conclusions 
He left an aged wife, and several children oe: al ers soot 
. . y ar «£ ‘e ets “ . +1. —_— 
and grand children to deplore his loss. Yes,} "TOM C'ear ane oe eens 
the Rev. Tuomas Barns, the upright and in- All this, is mere than implied in the passage 
dustrious man, the good citizen, the exempla-| which we have placed at the head of this arti- 
nM ae and ry) pseu yo gta ween! cle. God by his prophet, invites, saying,— 
Le t the age of 67 years and 2 days; and . _ 3 Y 
a ag © nes Soy ek dhe _|* Come now and let us reason together” —But 
asin life he was universally admired, so was te aa 5 a 
; mee . «“ why this invitation, and for what purpose sha!} 
his death as extensively lamented. He be-| Why this invitation, and for what pur, 
ing dead yet speaketh. | 
— {though they be as scariet, may become as white 
Intemperance.—-When intemperance spread-} as snow ; and though they be red like crimson, 
eth her diseases on the board, when her wine|may become as wool. By reasoning then with 
sparkleth in the cup, when she smileth on) God, or by reasoning on those divine atribuies 
thee, and persuadeth thee to be joyful and hap-! which form the character of God, and becom. 
° {. . . . ° 
py, then is the moment of danger, then let/ing acquainted with those moral! principles 
reason stand firmly on her guard. | which are of God, and possessed by ua, we aie 





man reason with God ? Answer, that our sins, 
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able to learn the difference between virtile id ‘chance § aiad thoug hh we ‘should be so lore aiate 


vice, right and wrong, and discover the con-| as to get into it, we cannot have thes satistac- 
of knowing it.”? 














sequences resulting from our adherence toand 


. . —_— 
performance of the one, or the other. Our FROM THE UNIVERGALIOT MAGAZINGT 
sins may be said to become white as snow, HIGH CALVINISM. 


when we forsake and turn from them. “The! A certain man in tnis v icinity, about 65 years 


wise man feareth and departeth from evil” of age, of industrious habits—g: rave aspect— 
i'member of a Calvinistic church, and a ve: y 


“ Wise’ is defined as “ judging right, in mat- 

ters of lif J + i 5 * _ constant attendant on their Worship, « ny be; ny 
ers of life ; having practical Knowledge.” By told of the late alarming and raha Ae “tn 
the exercise of that power or faculty by which) in Boston, said he was hearitly glad of its and 
we are enabled to draw just conclacioas from) with mach emphi ISIS, repeated |: V exclaimed 


virtue and known principles, we distinguish he wished the whole city was bur t, avd the 
| Lord Mayor with it! addiag, that they were 


what is right from what is wrong, and learning! 

a 8 . ae ten ning! s bad as Sodom; and that he was no hvoo- 
the certain consequence, we ll the evil’. crite ! -" 
und learn to dowell. In these matters every | The iniquity of Sodom, we read, was “pr ide 


, . 
man must see and feel, and know for himself. fu’ ess of bread, auc abu da ce i, idle ess." 
ix. xvi. 49. In point of pri-e, perhaps Bos- 


it} ‘ton may viewith ancient Sodom : > as to fulness 

with another quotation from Dr. Jonathan Ma-' of bread, since the C ity Mills have been jn 

n 
operation, we sincerely ‘belic ve they have been 
more plentifully fed than ever the Sod: eas 
‘were; and we are heartily glad of it. But 
every candid man who will Took at the indus. 
try, en terprize, and general in provements, 
going on in Boston, must be convinced, that 
the main body of the in] phabtt ants are not justly 
chargeabi e with idleness. It is probab! + hie 
‘ever, that nothing mere was meant by Boston, 
eine “as bad as Sodom,” than the genera! 
prevalence of liberal sentiments among them ; 
which the flaming professor had been constant- 





We cannot dobetter than to close this ar tiche| 


hew. 


« Tet us then retain a suilable sense of the 
dignity of our nature in this respect. It is by our’ 
reason that we are exalted above the beasts of 
the field. Ttis by this, that we are allied to 
angels, and all the glorious intelligences of the 
heavenly world: Yea, by this we resemble God. 
himself. tis partly on account of our reason, 
that we are said to have been created in the 
image of God. So that how weak soever our 
intellectual facultiesare, yet to speak reproach-: 
fully of reason in general, is nothine less than: 
blasphemy azainst God. Let us, therefore, 
justead of contemning this inestimable gift, in: 
which consists the glory of our nature, e: nploy | 
it to the ends for which it was desiened, Mn the 
service of the great Father of our spirits.’ 


ly taught to consider as “damnable heie- 
sles. 

‘his grave Calvinist has always been consi 
dered sane, though we might charitably con- 
‘sider him otherwise. Tle has been distin- 
onisned as a proyi g man, and at one tinie, at 
leas t, complimented as havine = made (ft lone 


“ Rach individual hasan interest of his oven 
depending. We find, by experience, that we der ful prayer Phe wonderful wish concern- 
are all capable of being happy or miserable toa! ing Boston, brings to mind the flames in which 
great degree. Pain and ple ou at least, are ie amiable Serevtus expired. Could this high 
nd even they Calvinistarrive atthe haven to which he as 


pr ivate and personal things. 
ee we may well suppose his felicity would 


that arrogate themse Ives the wae of judsving 
for us, do not pretend to feel for u salso. Nowif, be considerabl y augmented, could he be indul. 
it be ofany importanc e tous tobe lappy for our- ged with the pri ivilece of looking down and be- 
selvesit Is of importance to judge for ourselyes holding the oreatest pa ut of his fellow itirnor- 
also; for this Is abso! tutely necessar v in order tals ac tually suffering eternal unmerciful tor- 
to our finding the path th: it leads to h: appiness. ments! Behold the awful effects of errone- 
Indeed if others can afford us anv assistance ous teaching, and abominable principles! 


in finding this path, it is re isonal ie to make i 
nse of it; but not te give ourselves up entirely | ——-.—— 

to their direction. [tis the greatest folly im-. ‘GARRICK’S PRECEPTS TO PREACH- 
aginable, to give ourselves no concern about our| ERS. 

own welfare, unless we were certain it is secur The celebrated Garrick, having been re- 


ed to us already, so that we cannot possibly ques sted by Dr. Stonehouse, to favour him with 
miss of it, which isa supposition contrary to his opinion as tothe manner in which sermons 
dailvexperience. We find that our happiness ought to be delivered, the English Roscius, 
dep ends, at least in some degree, upon cur con-! sent the following answer: 

duet: and that we often take some w rong steps| © You know how you would feel and speak 
through ignorance ; which ought to bea warns) in a parlour, concerning a friend who Was ill 


bd 
ine to us to look about us, and take heed to, imminent danger of his Tite, and with what en- 
our ways. Without knowing which is the right) ergetic pathos of diction and countenance you 
path, we can never take it, unless it be by! would enforce the observance of that which 
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vou rentiy thought wor ald be for his preserva- 
‘tion You could not think of playing the ora- 
tor, of studying your emphasis, cadences and 
eestares ; you would be yourself; and the in- 
terest ting nature of your subject impressing 
your heart, would furnish you with the most 
yefural tone of voice, the most proper lan- 
guage, the most engaging features, and the 
mort suitable and grace ful gestures. What! 
you wou d thus be in the parlour, be in the pul- 
pits : and you will not fail to please, to affect, | 
and to profit.” 





Gos. Pal. 
a ee 
MIND, 

A creat mind cannot be said to be truly 
great except when virtuously employed ; : if dif- 
ferently occupied, it is a preposterous, missha- 
peti monster. 


> 
— —— 


ORIGINAL ANECDOTE. 

Two young gentlemen of W******* in this 
state, were engaged, not long since, in contro- 
versy concerning the doctrine of endless pun- ¢ 
ishioent. In order to show that none would 
suffer the © vengeance of eternal fire,” 
them quoted the followir etext: “* For this is 
good and acceptable in the sight of God, our 
Saviour, who will have all men to be saved, 
and toecome unto the knowledge of the truth.” 
The other replied, that the Bible contained no 
such passace. “The first calls for a Bible, filads 
the fexi, and beeins to read; when to his as- 
tonishment, an old lady of pious orthodox 
principles, opeus a door ‘leading into another 
ay chinent, and looking oul, exclaims, ‘ ‘ifit 
doves read so, when vou come to die Ll cuess you 
won't find it so!” The best mode of refuting 
thie doctrine of Universal Restoration! : 

Chris. Intel. 
—— 
FOR THE MESSENGER OF PEACE, 
ANECDOTE. 

Some few years since, there resided in Ver- 

mont a Calvinistic clergyman who was very 


fond of preaching up total depravity, and wl ho’ 


continually insisted thatin every act performed 
Dy an unconverted person, howe Ver gos od the 
act Was in itself,the acter committed sin enough 
to damn him eternally. 
inthe North partof the state whe e the lands, 

of non-residents, were frequently sold to pay 
taxes, and being a lover of this world as well as 
the world to come, frequently speculated in the | 
purchase ot those lands. It SO hap ype ‘ned thi: it} 
he had made large purchases an id payment had 
U nable to meet the p avine rit 
trom disap pointments in maney matters, it w is | 
necessary he should borrow or lose his bargain. , 
lie set out in search of some one of whom ke! 
could borrow the money. tle was directed to 
a gentleman who was in the habit of lending 

noney and who happened to bea Universalist— 


become due. 


of whom he in quired, whether he could be fur! 


nished VV ith a SUID © if mone 5 Ql) certal I condi- 
tious. He wes answered by the gentleman 


one of 


This clereyman lived | 


that he had the money, but did not care about 
lending it, however, to oblige him he would do 
‘it, and immediatel y stepped to his desk and took 
‘out the money. . While counting if, the good 
clergyman, elated in spirit, observing, ra Es- 
|quire, i very seldom see you af my meeting; 
I should re: lly be happy ty see you there uften- 
er’? And I, Sir, was the reply, would be hap- 
ipy to go oftener, but | do uot like the preach- 
ing. Well, Sir, what is there in the preaching 
you do not like. L am not pleased, Sir, with 

the doctrine of total depravity, on which you 
have so much to say, { do not believe it; nei- 
ther do I believe that every thing an uncon- 
verted man does is sinful, or that in every act 
he does, however good the act may be in itself, 

he commits sin en rough to damn him eternally. 
Do you believe it Sir? Oh, yes, an unregene- 

rated man can do no good, and however kind, 

| obligin g,and benefic ial the act may be to those 
Iwho receive it, yet with the actor it is sin. 
Well Sir, replied the gentleman, we will not 
dispute on this subject—here is the money. I 
do not care about lending it, as by keeping it 
inmy ownhauds [ may turn it to better ad- 
vantage in the purchase of lands than to lend 
it to you—TI lend itto oblige you, and to do you 
akindness. But, Sir, I am an unconverted 

man,an id in doing you this actof kindness Lshiall 
commit sin enouzi to damn my soul through 
endiess duration. Here is the money, Sir, and | 
leave it with you, whether Lought to commit 
this sin, or not, and whether Louglt to be eter- 
nally damned for obliging you. Need we say, 
the poor clergyman looked astonished; his color 
changed, and after biting his lips for sometime, 

took his hat and wished the gentleman good 
morning, being unwilling to de ‘ny his te ivorite 
doctrine, and not hardened enough to say, by 
deed, if vot by words « you may be damned for 
iwhat- I care if Lean only be obliged by getting 
the money and saving my speculati iol. - 

tile 
CONTROVERS f 


debate in the Univer- 


| There has been a very lengthy 


salist’s Church in Lonibard Street, Philadelphia. between 
, , ‘* * . * ‘ : 
Mr. Kneeland, Universalist, and ir. M*Calla, Pres 
byterian. We present our readers with the following 
notice of the discussion from the Philadelphia Gazetteer, 
jand as it will be a matter of some interest with them, 
qd We 3 ] ‘ loar } » the } + 
fan the > pubil in generai, 10 iearn BovV ie epvat iCre 


minated we shall, as we obtain correct information on 


the moAnea 


the subject, lay it before the readers of this pay 


The Theological Discussion on the question, 

«6 Is the punis! hment of the wicked absolute lv 
eternal, &c.”’ was closed on Friday last, at ha! 
[past GO ‘cloc k, P.M. ‘The church was throng- 
‘ed the whole time, and .on the last afternoon 
the crowd was immense. Each party spoke 
ten n hours, in speeches of 30 minutes each, ac- 
le ording to the rules preser ibed. 

The argument princip ally turned onthe will 
of God. Mr. Ni+¢ aiia af knowled ved that if it 
r ould be proved that the will ot God (wih will 
thave all men to be saved, &c.) was | il! of 
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purpose, and not merely a will of precept,— 
which might b» counteracted, then it must be 
logically concluded that all men, universally, 
will be saved. This argument was fairly met 
and completely silenced. [t was shown that 
the counsel of God must stand, and that he 
will do his pleasure. Isa. xlvi. 10. That the 

leasure of the Lord shall prosper in the hand 
of the Messiah. (Isa. ]iii. 10,) who came not t) 
co: dem: (ina krio) the world but to save (ina 
Soso) the world, (John xii. 47 ;) and that no 
weapon formed against him shall prosper. Isa. 
liv.17. That the will of God is according to his 
good pleasure, which he pur‘osed in himself, 
that in thedispensation of the fulness of times, 
he might gather together in one, all things in 
Christ, both which are in Heaven, and which 
are on earth; even in him. Eph. i. 9,10. To 
this argument, although he had the last speech, 
Mr. M. made no reply. 

There was an aio tan fight about the words 
aion, aio ion, &c. which was mostly lost to 
the audience, and which ended nearly where 
it commenced, certainly, however, without any 
thing being gained in favor ofendless misery ; 
and which was sufficient to convince every ra- 
tional mind of the weakness of the cause which 
depends on such nice verbal criticisms for its 
support. No rational man can believe any thing | 


essential to salvation whichis not plainly and! 


clearly revealed, and which depends on some-' 


thing better than such equivocal terms for its’ 
support. 

Mr. M. admitted, however, that the word | 
aiox from whence comes aioxion. is equivocal 
and may mean a man’s life, an age, a dispen-| 
sation, the duration of theearth, as well as an 
absolute eternity. 

Mr. K. from the very first, and repeatedly, 
calledon Mr. M. to show the law which re- 
quired absolutely eter al punishment as a pe- 
nalty forits transgression. This argument was 
not met at all, or even attempted, b. Mr. M. | 
He also challenged him to show that God had 
ever threatened man with punishment after 
death, either in the writings of Moses, or of all 
the prophets. ‘These two arguments, which 
were principally relied upon by Mr. K. were 
never met by Mr. M. 

The whole discussion has been taken down 
in shorthand, by a stenographer employed for 
the purpose, and several others took notes, and 
it is expected that the whole will be published 
to the world. Ithas been oneof the most im- 
portant discussions which ever took place in 
this city, or perhaps in the world, and which, 
will be read with interest by generations yet to! 
eome. 


NOTICE, 
Religious services will be attended in the Univer- 
yalist Church in this City to-inorrow commeacing at the 
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PROM THE MONTHLY MAGAZINE. 
IS THERE A GOD? 


Answered by an Appeal to Morning, .Voon, 


and Night. 


Now breathes the ruddy Morn around 
His health restoring gales, 

And from the chambers of the East, 
A flood of light prevails. 


Is there a God? Yon rising sun 
Au answer meet supplies ; 

Writes it in flames upon the earth, 
Proclaims it round the skies. 


The pendant clouds that curtain round 
This sublunary ball, 

And firmament on high, reveal 
A God that governs all. 


The warbling lark, in realms of air, 
Has thrill'd her matin lay ; 

The balmy breeze of morn is fled, 
It is the Vuon of day, 


Is there a God? Hark! from on high 
His thunder shakes the poles : 

J hear his voice in every wind, 
In every wave that rolls. 


I read a record of his love, 

His wisdom an‘ his power, 
Inscrib’d on all created things, 

Man, beast, and herb, and flower. 


The sultry sun has left the skies, 
And day’s delight are flawn ; 

The owlet screams amid the shade, 
And WVight resumes the throne. 


Is there a God? With sacred fear 
| upward turn mine eyes ; 

There is! each glittering lamp of light— 
There is! my soul—replies. 


If such conviction to my mind 
His works aloud impart ; 
O let the wisdom of his Word 

Juscribe them on my heart : 


That while I ponder on his deeds, 
And read his truths divine, 
Nature may point me to a God, 
And grace may make him mine. 
—<—— 


THE SABBATH. 


Hark! the early deep ton‘d bel}, 
Pealing on the silent air, 

Slowly with impressive sweil 
Ushers in the day of prayer. 


Hail! thou blest of all our days, 
Blessed day of all the seven; 

Day of public prayer and praise, 
Hallowed be the God of heaven, 


HIail! thou sacred day of rest, 
Weary pilgrims welcome thee ; 

Day of contemplation, blest 
With divine tranquillity. 


Oh! when life’s departing sense 
Closes on all things external ; 

With faith and hope may I commence 
A Sabbath that shall be eternal! 


— 2 


Lon. Ch. Guardian. 


wicd, PUBLIS'TED SEMI-MONTHLY, AT 4&1 PER ANNUM, 


On board the brig Merock, bound to Merseilles, after PAYABLE IN ADVANCE,AT THE OFFICE OF THE 


sua! hours. 
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an illness of 1] days, of the sinall pox, Mr. Danier R. MESSENGER OF PEACE, NO. 135, CORNER 
HatTuaway, formerly of this City, in the 23d vear of’ OF WARREN AND THIRD-STRFRTS, 
flis AUC. 
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